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Audiences accept the convention that film compresses time so that the events of a characters lifetime or current predicament can occur for us within the 2 hours we have set aside to watch the film

Most narratives employ a linear presentation of time- in which we see a story unfold from beginning to end. However filmmakers can challenge this convention through re structuring the order of time 

E.g. Quentin Tarantino’s Pulp fiction shows the story unfold in a non-linear time, mixing up each characters reality with impossibility

Some films also restructure time, when subjective time replaces real time- eg when the normal time an action would occur is stretched way beyond that time in order to create greater drama

Occasionally a film narrative presents the story in real time   - when the screen time and story are the same- eg In the Nick of Time (1995) The most common recent example is television show 24 being presented in real time

Time can also be manipulated in a film narrative through time-lapse photography, slow motion, fast motion, flash back and flash-forward.

For our purpose- The Crow uses the conventional linear narrative presentation of time. There are devices used however to provide the audience with information of the story that occurred before we are introduced to Detroit City on Devils night 

The Structuring of time in film narrative 

Causes and their effects are basic to narrative, but they take place in time. As we watch a film, we construct story time on the basis of what the plot presents. For example the plot may present events out of chronological order, where the viewer must build up chronological or ordered sequences to established events preceding what is taking place in the narrative. Alternatively the plot may present only certain periods of time: the viewer thus infers some story duration has been skipped over. Still another possibility is to have the plot present the same story event many times as when the character repeatedly recalls a traumatic incident. This means that in constructing the films story out of its plot the viewer tries to put events in chronological order and to assign them some duration and frequency

Temporal Order - relates to the order of story events presented in the film. From the plot order the audience infers the story order Much of the order of the film then takes place during the course of the day- however there are some sequences where he recounts flashbacks -revealing his relationship with his wife 

Temporal Duration - The plot of Blade Runner takes place over the course of a few days but the story stretch back far before that, since information about past events is revealed in opening credits

Plot- all of the events that we observe and take place on screen in the film

Story - all of the events that we the audience understand – some of which we do not see in the film- e.g.- Eric met Shelley and their relationship developed

In general, a film's overall plot duration consists of highlighting certain stretches of story duration. This could involve selecting a short and relatively cohesive time span as is used in The Crow and or by presenting significant stretches of time from a period of many years- 

A third duration involved in narrative film is screen duration. The relationship among story duration, plot duration and screen duration are complex, where a filmmaker can manipulate screen duration independently of the overall story duration and plot duration. Example Blade Runner has an overall story duration of 4 years; plot duration of 3 days and screen duration of 2 hours.

Screen duration can select from plot duration- from the plot duration in Blade Runner of 3 days, scenes are selective and purposeful to manner in which the filmmaker defines their importance. Some scenes highlighting actions can be structured through time to have emotional impact, suspense and drama -

Time can be manipulated to extend time - beyond real time- or condense time

The production element of Editing is important in how a filmmaker structures time in a film

Temporal Frequency. A films plot may change story frequency in several ways. If a story contains a habitual action that happens several times the plot will present one or a few occasions and let these sum up the rest 

Sometimes a single story event may appear several times in the plot treatment. If the audience sees an event early in the film and then there is a flashback to that event later on, we see that same event twice. Some films use multiple narrators, each of whom describes the same event: The plot may also provide the audience with more information, so that we understand the event in a new context when it reappears

The various ways that a film's plot may manipulate story order; duration and frequency illustrate how the spectator must actively participate in making sense of the narrative film. The plot provides cues about chronological sequence, the time span of the actions, and the number of times an event occurs, and it is up to the spectator to make inferences and form expectations.

Often the audience must motivate manipulations of time by the all-important principle of cause and effect. For instance a flashback will often be justified as caused by some incident that triggers a characters recalling some events in the past. 

FURTHER USES OF TIME. Production elements can also be used to manipulate time

CAMERA- The Opening of The Crow  - One continuous tracking shot- camera composition is also important here- The scene commences with a slow rhythm, emphasising a city ablaze with police sirens ringing out – Voice narrative from Sarah provides the thematic context of The Crow as the camera tracks across the night sky replicating the flight movement of a crow as it leads the audience to a crime scene in a city apartment.

. SOUND- The rhythm, pitch, timbre and volume of sound, music and non-diegetic music also impact on time in a film.

EDITING- the duration of shots - long sustained shots, which may be used for emotion and impact-anxiety, tension:  - sustain time:

Rapid shots accelerate time: also have an emotional impact- drama, excitement

Cross cut editing is also used to show different settings within the same time frame interrelated events/ often used to create drama

Question Discuss how time is structured in a sequence or scene from Blade Runner
