                                  Media Narrative   

                                Responding to Production questions

Read the question carefully-     

Underline key words 

Example Question   Discuss the use of sound   and how it contributes (adds) to the mood (atmosphere or feeling) of the narrative (film) 

Discuss- means to write about a sequence in the film and give examples of the sound/s used and how the sound/s create mood- (atmosphere or feeling) to engage 

(Interest) the audience

Sound means – dialogue  (what words characters use) Diegetic sound – sound effects that exist in the film – eg. Police sirens

Non-diegetic sound  (Music put into the film during post production editing to create a mood-or emotion such as excitement- suspense –tension- - fear – joy) 

Example:  In the opening sequence of Blade Runner  (1994 Dir Ridley Scott), the audience observe an establishing long shot of the Los Angeles nightscape and hear non diegetic sounds of synthesised orchestral music that 
The 4 Steps 

1.Explain the story or production element  

Eg. The highly effective use of camera shots and angles in Blade Runner  

Or 

1.The creative use of lighting can be found in 

2.Give examples - from a sequence/s in the film

the  final scene in Blade Runner  where  Deckard  tries to escape from the replicant. 
3.Use film language  to explain how the element has been used 

Expressionistic lighting is used to show Roy Batty’s aggression and power. The use of back lighting casts Roy’s body in silhouette, which makes him appear dominant as he stalks Deckard in the apartment
4. Explain the information it provides – the effect it has  - or the mood it creates  to engage the audience 

 heightens the suspense felt by the audience where Batty’s strength and power may result in Deckard’s death
The 4 steps together 

E.g. 1 The creative use of lighting is used in the 2 final scene in Blade Runner  where  Deckard  tries to escape from the replicant. 3 Expressionistic lighting is used to show Roy Batty’s aggression and power. The use of back lighting casts Roy’s body in silhouette which makes him appear dominant as he stalks Deckard in the apartment and 4 heightens the suspense felt by the audience where Batty’s strength and power may result in Deckard’s death. 
Try to include a few more examples  for a very strong response

Use the four steps  to  respond to  all of  the production questions 

Remember:

You must use specific examples from the film  to answer the question

Things to avoid

Do not write-   ‘we can see that Deckard was angry’

Instead- write – the audience identifies that Deckard was angry because  

Do not give general examples  -  such as  ‘ the sound was very good in the opening scene of Blade Runner   because it was orchestral and nice
Instead – give specific examples-   such as  ‘ In the opening sequence of Blade Runner the use of non diegetic  synthesized orchestral music complement the panoramic nightscape of Los Angeles in 2019
