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Time manipulation 
From these scenes  it is evident how a film maker must manipulate time  to tell a story   that occurs over the duration of  several years. From the information provided the audience infer that  Shelley and Eric must have met   some time before  they planned to marry. Flashbacks give the audience an understanding of the love they shared. One night-on Devils night- A gang of men sent by crime boss Top Dollar, visit the apartment, and brutally murder the couple. One year later Eric is resurrected by the power of the Crow and re enters the apartment where through a series of flashbacks the audience understands what occurred in the opening scene ( The crime scene) 

   So what are some of the technical or production elements used to manipulate time ?

    Camera and Editing – the use of cross cutting editing can reveal different lines of action occurring at the same time- e.g  The gang setting an explosive device at the Arcade game shop, Sarah and police sergeant Albreacht sharing a hotdog, whilst Eric rises from the grave.

    Camera fading to black or craning back away from the action are also used to manipulate time.

   Flashbacks ( memories)are used from Eric’s point of view to show what happened one year before.

   note how the colour is a lot brighter in the flashback scenes – to ensure the audience 

   can recognise a flashback ( memory)
   Text  on screen – indicates the story has moved forward  one year later

   Tempo and rythym of a scene- observe the difference in time used to 

   show the gang members setting the explosion and driving in their car  ( condensed time)
   compared with Eric’s climb and entrance to his apartment  ( expanded time) 

   slow motion is often used to expand time and create more drama and suspense.

    Music can be used to manipulate time- listen to the sad celtic style music used when Eric recalls what happened in the loft and swings on the circular window and looks at his hand-as the music ends the scene finishes 

Scene 6: -expanding time


Cross cuts to Eric climbing ladder to apartment- enters room ( still taped as a crime scene. 


Cross cut editing


Sees his cat Gabriel as he picks up cat, he experiences a flashback in time, where gang member holds cat and is bitten by Gabriel. –cut back to Eric who falls to the floor. Flashback reveals gang members acting as Department of housing, grab Shelley. One member says “code violations-looks fine to me –lets re decorate “ Cuts back to Eric ( present day)


Flashback TBird reading  Shelleys dairy as gang members destroy apartment. Reveals Eric entering room and Tin Tin  throws a knife at him causing him to fall to the floor as Shelley is abused by the gang members. Cut to present-Eric outstretches arms Flashback-Gang members grab Eric and shoot him: Eric is thrown  out of window. Cut to present day- Eric swings in circular window frame –looks at his cut hands which mend immediately – music stops camera fades to black











Scene 5- condensing time- revealing 2 different lines of action


Gang of men get into car-


Cross Cuts to Eric at Grave –close up of the crow


Cross Cuts to Car brand symbol as gang of men begin to drive


Cross cuts to Eric walking down laneway – removing clothes


Cross cuts to Gangs car driving


Cross cuts to Eric in laneway-looking up at apartment


Cross cuts to Gang members in car driving past Hot Dog stand


Cuts to close up of timer , followed by explosion


Cross cuts to Hot Dog Stand , Sgt Albreacht runs down the street to investigate explosion








Scene 4 : Grave site – Eric Draven emerges from the grave –camera cranes back to take audience from this line of action





Scene 3 : Arcade Games. Audience observe a gang of men smashing up gaming machines and then set timer for explosion –condensing time





Scene 2: Screen text -one year Later –Sarah places flowers beneath tombstone of Shelley and Eric’s grave- leaves and skateboards to café where she joins Sgt Albreacht- ( shows audience that Policeman and Sarah have remained in contact over the past year)





Opening scene: Devils night 


Police investigate murder of young couple: Use of narration and screen text-provide information about the Legend of The Crow and the Time and place that the film commences





Total length of 


Movie


= 2 hours








